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DESCENDANTS  OF  HENRY  M1SNER 


The  first  Misner  in  America  was  Conrad,  listed  as  one  of  15 6  emi¬ 
grants  aboard  ship  "Edinburg",  James  Russell,  master,  from  Rotterdam, 
which  docked  at  Philadelphia  September  30,  175^*  (Spelling  on  passen¬ 
ger  list  was  Conrod  Meisner. ) 

Conrad  Misner  was  a  farmer,  residing  in  Bucks  County,  Pa.,  on 
September  22,  1759  >  when  his  son,  Henry  Misner,  was  there  born.  In 
1784  and  in  1790  Conrad  was,  with  wife,  younger  son  and  two  daughters, 
still  a  resident  of  Pennsylvania,  (Pa.  State  Archives,  Vol.  19,  pp. 

516,  69I;  Vol.  21,  p.  772;  and  first  -  1790  -  Federal  Census  for  Pa., 
pp.  255>  375*  )  He  died  about  1802. 

His  younger  son  was  named  Jacob  whose  descendants  use  the  spell¬ 
ing  Mizner.  Jacob  moved  West  about  1850  and  settled  near  Springfield, 
Illinois.  His  children  were  Henry,  Garrot,  Polly,  Andrew,  Peter,  Janet 
and  Lawrence.  One  of  these  sons  was  the  father  of  Lansing  B.  Mizner, 
minister  to  Guatemala,  but  more  renowned  as  the  father  of  a  family  in¬ 
cluding  sons  Addison,  Henry  Watson  and  Wilson,  whose  exploits  are  por¬ 
trayed  by  Addison  Mizner  in  his  book;  "The  Many  Mizners." 

Henry  Misner,  son  of  Conrad,  enlisted  for  Rev.  War  service  from 
Northumberland  Co.,  Pa.,  on  7A/1777  and  served  for  28  months.  In 
1787  he  married  Barbara  Stacker,  born  l/l3/l773  in  Germany  who  came  to 
America  at  the  age  of  eleven.  Henry  was  apparently  a  farmer,  from  his 
own  listing  in  the  Pa.  State  Archives  for  1783:  Vol.  19,  pp.  516,  691. 

The  first  child  of  the  union  of  Henry  and  Barbara  Misner,  Eliza¬ 
beth,  was  born  in  Bucks  Co.,  Pennsylvania,  9/24/1787. 

An  observer  near  a  small  village  of  western  Pa.,  or  Ohio,  could 
have  witnessed  a  Kentucky -bound  emigrant's  wagon,  stopped  near  a  stream 
within  roadside  shade,  during  a  hot  summer  midday,  and  reported: 

"The  father,  stalwart,  rugged  and  with  an  air  of  resolution, 
after  caring  for  the  horses,  was  seated  upon  a  grassy  bank  enjoying  his 
pipe. 

"While  the  babe  was  fast  asleep,  the  mother,  quaintly  dressed, 
including  a  mobcap,  had  brought  out  the  family  wooden  and  pewter  uten¬ 
sils  and  busied  herself  in  the  preparation  of  a  meal. 

"The  contents  of  the  wagon  were  mostly  hidden  from  view,  but  near 
the  open  end  could  be  seen  a  bed  and  a  rocking  chair." 

A  certain  hickory  rocker,  rush  seat,  sturdily  made  and  polished 
with  use,  traveled  by  wagcn  with  the  few  prized  household  possessions 
of  Henry  Misner,  from  Pennsylvania  to  Kentucky,  to  Ohio,  to  Indiana, 
to  Illinois,  where  in  time  it  was  bequeathed  to  his  son  deMarquis  (253)* 


*sense  of  numerical  designations  explained  later. 
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Upon  death  of  (253)  the  chair  became  the  property  of  deMarquis'  daughter, 
Barbara  (Misner)  Jackson  (233)  from  vhom  it  descended  to  her  daughter, 
Harriet  (Jackson)  Serene  (128)*.  The  latter  willed  the  chair  to  her 
cousin,  Editor  Millie  (Conklin)  Jones  (3?)  who  has  presented  it  to  her 
daughter,  Edith  (Jones)  Clerx  (138)  in  whose  home  in  Los  Angeles  it  is 
now  in  frequent  use,  and  cherished  as  an  heirloom  to  be  owned  by  her 
son,  John  Albert  Clerx  (34-A)  the  6th  generation  direct  descendant  of 
Henry  Misner. 


Henry  Misner  very  apparently  emigrated  West  about  1768  or  1789 
for  in  Mercer  County,  Kentucky*  three  children  were  born: 


Jacob  9-21-1789 
deMarquis  12 -2 3 -1792 
Henry  S.  7 -25 -1795 


It  is  of  interest  that  the  oldest  son,  each,  of  Henry  and  his 
brother,  Jacob,  were  named  for  their  uncle s . 


Henry  and  family  later  lived  in  Ohio  and  Indiana  where  twelve 
children  were  born: 


John 
L“wis 
Elijah 
Eli sha 
Chri stopher 
Cyrena 


4- 28-1797 

5- 19-1799 
2-  1-1801 

12-14-1802 

12-16-1804 

10-11-1806 


Sinah 
Hansom 
Harrison 
Abraham  and 
Isaac 
Fletcher 


10-11-1808 
5-27 -1810 
5-  7-1812 

3-15-1814 

10-12-1816 


Before  emigrating  to  Millington,  Ill.,  he  was  residing  in  Richland 
Township,  Rush  Co.,  Indiana,  from  which  location  he  applied  for  a  pension 
9-22-1832.  His  pension  for  Revolutionary  War  service  was  granted.  Henry 
Misner  was  one  of  the  founders  of  the  Millington  Methodist  Church,  1833 .  . 
His  farm  home  was  the  Bagwill  place,  as  known  today,  and  where  his  son, 
deMarquis,  later  lived  and  built  his  brick  house  (see  below).  Henry  lived 
the  remainder  of  his  life  on  his  farm  and  died  9/25/1848.  Together  with 
five  of  their  children  they  are  buried  in  the  Millington-Newark  cemetery; 


A  biographer  of  Hsnry  Misner  could  have  written:  "He  was  the  father 
of  16  children,  3  girls  and  13  boys,  12  of  vhom  survived.  A  daughter, 
without  issue,  and  3  sons,  two  with  issue,  predeceased  him.  He  was  the 
grandfather  of  48  and  the  great-grandfather  of  20." 


♦who  brought  it  to  California  with  other  household  effects,  in  1885# 
^His  wife  died  5/20/1847. 
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The  to-the-West  migration  in  America  following  the  Revolution 
and  thru  the  19th  Century  is  typified  by  those  of  the  Misner  family. 
The  patriotism  of  the  people  of  those  days  van  matched  only  by  their 
hardihood,  persistence,  industry  and  sense  of  freedom.  They  were  in¬ 
dividualists  beyond  debate;  they  had  provincialism  but  practiced 
neighborly  graciousness.  These  pioneers  who  broke  virgin  soil,  pro¬ 
duced  their  own  necessities,  raised  large  families,  compromised  with 
Indians,  civilized  the  wilderness,  cared  for  their  aged  within  their 
households,  met  local  social  problems  by  personal  aid  to  neighbors 
in  illness  and  adversity,  and  built  enduring  land  estates  and  later 
houses  some  of  which  stand  today  as  excellent  livable  landmarks; 
truly,  they  "helped  to  make  this  e.  great  nation, 

Quite  naturally  the  earliest  generations  were  mostly  farmers, 
but  as  generations  move  and  pass  they  produced  their  ovn  artisans, 
merchants  and  manufacturers,  and  became  not  only  substantial  farmers, 
but  doctors,  scientists,  architects,  engineers,  lawyers,  executives 
and  legislators. 

The  nation's  expansion  years  saw  with  these  pioneers  no  dimi- 
nution  of  their  sense  of  patriotism.  DraftB  for  ind  to  aid  in  the 
settlement  of  our  nation's  entanglements  were,  with  such  citizens, 
not  required. 


Part  of  this  work  (on  forms)  is  an  alphabetical  listing  of 
descendants  of  Henry  Misner,  with  arbitrary  numerical  designations 
to  facilitate  descent  identity  of  each  from  Henry  Misner.  This  is 
followed  by  an  alphabetical  listing  of  those  who  married  descendants 
of  Henry  Misner,  with  arbitrary  "s"  (for  spouse)  numerical  designations 
to  facilitate  references.  It  will  be  noted  that  there  ware  cases  of 
intermarriage  in  instances  of  remote  relationship,  viz:  Jay  Misner  . 
(306)  married  Minnie  Misner  (3^1)  hence  she  also  has  an  "s"  listing 
(S-154).  Each,  as  the  numerical  tabulation  reflects,  was  a  great¬ 
grandchild  of  Henry  Misner, 

To  effect  such  a  record  as  this  work  provides  completely  up- 
to-date  is,  of  course,  a  practical  impossibility.  Even  to  the  extent 
of  any  generation  inclusion  there  are  Lamentable  omissions  and  e-rrors. 
For  such  the  editors  express  regret  but  hope  that  to  those  who  come  to 
notice  this  work  it  may  provide  considerable  factual  information  rela¬ 
tive  to  descent,  as  well  as  certain  interesting  data  of  many  of  those 
included.  The  editors  solicit  corrective  and  supplementary  data  and 
anec dotage  which  vill  be  acknowledged  for  use  in  a  later  edition. 

The  editors  vill  also  gratefully  receive  any  photographs  (particularly 
of  the  earlier  generations,  their  residences,  etc.)  for  use  in  a  photo¬ 
graphic  supplement  to  the  contemplated  later  edition.  All  photographs 
will  be  acknowledged,  copied  at  once,  and  promptly  returned. 
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Since  eo  many  of  the  some  6 00  descendants  covered  In  this  work 
lived  in  or  near  Kendall  Co.,  Ill.,  reference  is  here  made  to: 

(1)  History  of  Kendall  Co.,  Ill.,  by  Hicks.  (A  copy  of 
this  work  is  in  the  reference  section  of  the  Newberry 
Library,  Chicago,  Ill. ,  catalog  No,  F-896  464.14. ) 

(2)  History  of  Kendall  Co.,  111.,  by  Bateman  and  Selby. 

(3)  History  of  the  Millington  Methodist  Church  and 
Community,  by  H.  B.  Rasmussen. 

In  these  publications  many  references  relate  to  Henry  Mlrner  and  descen¬ 
dants.  Acknowledgement  is  here  made  for  certain  facts  therein,  here  in¬ 
cluded. 

ANKC DOTES  OF  CHILDREN  OF  HENRY  MISNER 

(264)  Elizabeth  -  first  child. 

Married  Eli  Scoggin,  1803. 

Was  the  mother  of  9  children. 

She  and  her  husband  spent  their  lives  In  Indiana,  but  many 
of  her  children  and  other  descendants  came  to  Kendall  Co.,  Ill.,  and 
environs  where  so  many  of  their  relatives  pioneered. 

(304 )  Jacob  -  second  child,  first  son. 

Married  Rilla  Jones,  3813;  lived  In  Indiana. 

Following  his  death  in  1815  at  the  age  of  26,  his  widow 
married  John  Moore. 

(253)  de Marquis  -  third  child,  second  son. 

Named  for  Lafayette. 

Served  in  War  of  1812  for  which  lie  was  pensioned,  2-14-1871. 

Married  Millie  Haymond  7/20/1815,  In  Ohio.  lielr  first  7  children 
were  born  in  Ohio  and  Indiana  (probably  Rush  County)  and  the  youngest 
after  the  family  moved  to  Illinois, 

In  the  spring  of  1833  de Marquis  came  to  Kendall  County,  Illinois, 
looked  at  the  land,  liked  It,  and  made  a  claim  at  Big  Grove,  lie  arranged 
for  a  man  to  build  a  cabin  while  he  returned  for  his  family.  In  tne  fall 
he  and  family  of  wife  and  7  children  arrived  to  find  the  cabin  had  not 
been  built.  He  pitched  a  tent  in  which  the  family  lived  until  he  could 
cut  down  trees  and  build  a  log  house  wherein  the  family  lived  for  two 
years.  He  then  moved  to  Fox  Township,  2  miles  from  Millington,  where  he 
built  a  larger  log  house  in  which  the  family  lived  for  18  years.  In 
I853  he  built  a  large  two-story  brick  house,  the  first  such  In  the  Town¬ 
ship,  where  his  children  grew  to  maturity  and  where  he  spent  the  remainder 
of  his  life. 

On  Christmas  Eve,  1873,  deMarquis  vas  driving  home  with  his  blind 
horse  which  made  a  misstep  at  a  bridge  approach.  The  buggy  turned  over 
but  he  was  able  to  extricate  himself  and  release  the  horse  which  he  rode 
for  the  remainder  of  the  way.  After  reaching  his  home,  he  lost  consciousness 
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not  to' be  x\;gained  before  he  died  on  December  26th  just  beyond  his  8lat 
birthday.  One  of  his  sons  vho  had  seen  much  of  the  Civil  War  wrote: 

"I  never  saw  a  man  die  so  peacefully." 

His  grave  is  in  the  Millington -Newark  Cemetery  beside  that  of 
his  wife  vho  predeceased  him  in  I863. 

deMarquis  Misner,  a  good  manager  and  a  prosperous  farmer,  was 
admired  and  respected  by  the  entire  community.  His  was  a  religious 
family,  all  were  active  members  of  the  Millington  Methodist  Church.. 

Editor  Jones  is  in  possession  of  deMarquis1  original  land  grant 
certificate,  title  #6170,  recorded  in  Vol.  13,  p.  20,  and  signed  by 
President  John  Tyler.  The  certificate  and  a  photograph,  taken  late  in 
his  life,  of  deMarquis  Kisner,  may  be  reproduced  in  a  second  edition 
of  this  work. 

(298)  Henry  S.  -  fourth  child,  3rd  son. 

Was  the  father  of  3  sons,  2  daughters. 

Spent  most  of  his  lifetime  in  the  State  of  Oregon. 

(311)  John  -  fifth  child,  4th  son. 

Married  Delilah  Canada 
Had  one  son,  Christopher 
Lived  near  Middleton,  Indiana. 

(318)  Lewis  -  sixth  child,  5th  son. 

Married  Lucinda  Posey 
Lived  in  Shelby  Co.  Indiana 
Had  4  children. 

(260)  Elijah  -  seventh  child,  6th  son. 

Married  Emily  Posey,  sister  of  his  brother  Levis'  wife,  1826. 
Lived  at  Adrian,  Missouri 
There  ve re  5  children 

(261)  Elisha  -  eighth  child,  7th  son. 

Married  Zanno  Butler  in  1826. 

She  vas  born  in  Vermont  3/27/lSOT 

He  came  from  Indiana  to  Springfield,  Illinois,  in  1838,  to 
Kendall  County  in  1840  and  later  to  Grundy  County  where  farm 
he  owned  descended  to  his  grandson  (303). 

There  were  4  children. 

(247)  Christopher  ~  9th  child,  8th  son. 

Married  Mary  Barber  in  1830  vho  vas  born  in  Kentucky  IO/I5/1S06. 
There  vere  8  children. 

Came  from  Rush  Co.,  Ind. ,  to  LaSalle  Co.,  Ill.,  in  1839#  moved 
in  1842  to  Kendall  Co.  and  in  1846  to  Grundy  Co.,  where  he  lived 
on  his  farm  for  the  rest  of  his  life. 

(252)  Cyrena  -  10th  child,  2nd  daughter. 

Married  David  Kauck. 

There  vere  2  children.  Lived  near  Hazleton,  Ind. 
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(367)  Sina  -  11th  child,  3rd  daughter. 

Died  in  infancy. 

(352)  Ransom  -  12th  child,  9th  non. 

Married  Margaret  Cromwell  who  was  born  in  1810,  in  1832. 

There  were  4  children. 

Came  with  family  to  Illinois  in  the  eighteen  forties. 

Subjected  to  the  gold  fever,  he  left  for  California  in  the  spring 
of  I85O  but  on  his  way  was  killed  by  Indiana. 

(288)  Harrison  -  '13th  child,  10th  son. 
r led  Rebecca  Ann  Smith. 

There  were  2  children. 

Lived  in  Carroll  County,  Indiana. 

(223)  Abraham  -  14th  child,  11th  son. 

Married  Margaret  Davis  on  10-28-1855 •  She  was  born  at  Princeton, 
Indiana,  on  6-16-1835 • 

There  were  2  children. 

He  was  born  and  grew  to  manhood  in  Rush  County,  Indiana,  whence 
he  came  to  Kendall  County,  Illinois,  in  the  early  days.  In  1865  he 
moved  near  Springfield,  Illinois. 

(300)  Isaac  -  15th  child,  12th  son.  Twin  of  Abraham  (223). 

Was  unmarried;  died  at  23* 

(277)  Fletcher  -  l6%h  child,  13th  son.- 
Married  Mary  S.  Jackson  12-1*1837* 

There  were  2  children. 

Of  large  frame  and  great  strength,  and  because  of  his  many  other 
qualities  as  well  as  for  his  talents,  interests  and  activities,  has  be¬ 
come  a  legendary  figure  of  Kendall  County, 

He  was  born  at  Lee's  Creek,  in  Hamilton  County,  Ohio,  and  inde¬ 
pendently  or  with  his  father,  Henry,  came  to  Kendall  County  in  1833  or 
1834  at  17  or  16.  He  was  an  ingenious  artisan  in  iron  and  wood,  in¬ 
cluding  cabins t -making,  and  to  meet  the  demands  ior  services  of  the 
blacksmith  he  established  a  shop  in  Newark.  There  he  prospered  and 
in  1836  built,  ruggedly  of  native  stone,  a  much  larger  two-story  shop, 
in  reality  a  factory,  in  Millington,  where  it  stands  today  ns  a  symbol 
of  early  American  industry.  In  the  same  year  lie  built  a  house,  the 
third  in  Millington,  which  was  his  home  for  more  than  50  years. 

To  supply  the  needs  of  the  community  and  those  of  the  pioneers 

moving  westward,  his  plant  produced  wagons,  all  sorts  of  farm  equipment 

and  the  first  wrought  iron  scouring  plow  available  in  Kendall  County. 

His  factory  at  its  peak  employed  60  men.  He  was  the  John  Deere 
and  the  "Studebaker"  of  his  day.  It  is  still  whispered  about  in 
Millington  that  he  may  have  been  swindled  of  the  value  of  some  of  his 
patents. 
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After  his  wife's  death  and  his  subsequent  health  failure  he 
vent  to  make  his  home  vith  hi6  daughter  in  Chicago.  He  returned  to 
Millington  to  unveil  the  D.A.R.  monument  to  his  father  as  a  Revolu- 
tionary  War  solider  on  June  14,  1897#  and  on  one  or  two  later  occa- 
sions  to  attend  annual  meetings  of  the  keener  Reunion  Association. 

(See  below). 

The  following  is  extracted  from  a  newspaper  article  regarding 
his  deaths 

DEATH  OF  ONE  OF  EARLIEST  PIOKEgRS 

"Fletcher  Misner,  who  was  born  October  12,  I8l6,  was  the  son 
of  a  Revolutionary  War  soldier  whose  monument  placed  by  the  D.A.R.  at 
his  grave  in  the  Millington  Cemetery  in  1897 «  He  came  to  Illinois  in 
1833  and  experienced  the  vicissitudes  of  pioneer  life  in  a  new  country. 

He  lived  and  worked  in  Millington  about  60  years.  In  18 37  he  and  Mary 
Jackson,  daughter  of  another  pioneer,  were  married  by  the  Rev.  John 
Sinclair.  He  is  survived  by  both  of  their  children. 

"Mr.  Misner  was  a  kind-hearted  hospitable  man  whose  home  for  many 
years  was  headquarters  for  traveling  itinerant  preachers  of  early  days. 
There  the  circuit  rider  ever  found  a  cordial  welcome.  He  was  renowned 
for  integrity  and  habits  of  industry.  And  being  very  skilled  in  his  art 
had  a  large  patronage  from  the  surrounding  country.  He  was  much  in¬ 
terested  in  and  superintended  the  construction  of  the  Millington  Metho¬ 
dist  Church  and  contributed  toward  its  construction  cost. 

"Fletcher  Misner  was  much  attached  to  Kendall  County  and  its 
people,  having  lived  the  best  part  of  his  life  within  its  borders.  It 
was  with  much  reluctance  that  he  left  the  community,  due  to  his  failing 
health.  He  died  May  13,  I9OO,  at  the  residence  of  his  son,  William, 
Anderson,  Indiana,  in  whose  home  his  last  days  were  cheered  vith  every 
comfort  that  hearts  and  willing  hands  could  minister.  Truly  he  deserved 
the  recognition  he  so  kindly  there  received. 

"At  the  time  of  his  death  he  was  aged  83  years  and  7  months.  The 
body  was  brought  to  Millington  for  burial  where  his  wife  was  interred. 

Of  those  early  pioneers  of  this  section  of  the  State  of  Illinois  who 
settled  in  Kendall  County  at  the  time  when  he  came,  very  few  indeed  are 
living  today.  Funeral  services  were  held  in  the  church  chapel,  Milling¬ 
ton,  at  11:00  A.  M.  on  May  15,"  (See  Page  A.) 

J.M.G. 

w  W  VU  W 

n”  TTn  ItK 

At  a  meeting  of  the  descendants  of  Henry  Misner  held  at  Milling¬ 
ton,  Illinois,  on  Flag  Day,  1897#  an  association  of  family  relatives 
was  formed,  to  be  known  as  the  Misner  Reunion  Association.  Officers  were 
elected  and  a  committee  formed  to  plan  the  next  annual  meeting. 

The  company,  following  the  meeting,  a  feast  and  a  social  period, 
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repaired  to  the  Millington-Newark  Cemetery  where  to  the  memory  of 
Henry  Misner  as  a  Revolutionary  War  soldier,  born  137  years  before, 
the  Illinois  Chapter  of  the  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution  had 
erected  a  monument  at  his  grave.  The  99  attendants  there  that  (lay  to 
celebrate  the  event  included  the  one  surviving  son  of  Henry  Misner, 
Fletcher  Misner,  then  aged  81,  a  real  son  of  the  Revolution,  who  un¬ 
veiled  the  monument.  Subsequently  the  Sons  of  the  American  Revolution 
placed  its  bronze  plaque  upon  the  monument.  Of  the  99  attending  the 
meeting,  78  were  descendants  of  Henry  Misner,  the  others  being  wives 
and  husbands  of  descendants. 

Most  of  the  descendants  in  attendance  at  the  meeting  and  at 
the  unveiling  of  the  monument  are  designated:  2,  35;  37;  38,  44,  64,  65, 
66,  106,  109;  HI,  112,  113;  153;  227,  229,  239,  262,  270,  273,  277, 

203,  296,  301,  303,  30o,  315,  320,  331,  341,  363,  3o8,  389,  389,  391, 

392,  4o3,  436,  437,  440,  442,  447,  456,  493,  499,  500,  514,  516,  518, 

525,  529,  533,  538,  550,  551,  553,  554,  568,  580,  581,  583,  584,  589, 

594,  613,  614,  616,  617. 

Considerable  Chicago  and  nearby  newspaper  publicity  was  accorded 
the  event  as  was  the  case  with  later  annual  meetings  held  by  the  asso¬ 
ciation.  The  I898  and  1899  meetings,  with  attendance  of  95  and  68,  res¬ 
pectively,  were  both  held  at  Morris,  Illinois,  the  former  (likely)  at 
the  home  of  (436)  and  the  latter  at  the  house  of  (440).  The  1904  meeting 
was  held  in  Ottawa  at  the  horas  of  (44).  (See  pages  B  &  C. ) 

The  Grundy  County  "Daily  Gazette,"  issue  of  June  13,  1914,  re¬ 
ported  the  meeting  of  that  year  at  the  home  of  (n4)  at  Morris  with 
attendance  of  nearly  100  and  stated  that  the  meetings  had  been  held  each 
year  since  their  inception  and  that  to  that  time  400  descendants  of 
Henry  Misner  had  been  recorded.  The  1915  meeting  was  apparently  held 
at  the  home  of  ( 303 )  in  Mazon,  Ill. 

SELECTED  ANECDOTES  OF  MISNER  DESCENDANTS 


Children  of  (253) 

(237)  Aged  2  to  17  came  with 

(236)  parents  from  Ohio  in 

(233)  1833  to  Kendall  Co.,  Ill. 

(259)  Went  to  school  in  a  cabin 

'  (339)  school  house  and  lived  in  log 

(293)  houses  until  1853  when  (253)  built 

(378)  large  brick  house  near  Millington. 

(331)  Born  in  Kendall  Co.,  shared  experiences  with  brothers 
and  sisters,  as  above. 

(237)  Bachelor.  Named  for  maternal  grandfather,  Calder  Ray¬ 
mond.  Was  engaged  in  mercantile  business  in  Kendall  Co.  Went  to  Cali¬ 
fornia  in  1849*  At  Drytown  was  in  mercantile  business  for  many  years. 
There  he  had  an  extensive  library,  locally  famous.  Was  a  great  reader 
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and  student.  Returned  to  Illinois  at  advanced  age  and  died  at  honte  of 

(331). 

(233)  With  husband  lived  on  farm  at  Rantoul,  111.;  after 
husband's  death  in  1857  made  her  home  with  daughter  (128)  and  with 
daughter  and  daughter's  family  removed  to  Ventura,  Cal.,  where  she 
lived  the  remainder  of  her  long  life.  With  their  household  goods 
she  took  the  hickory  rocker,  mentioned  on  an  earlier  page,  and  two 
items  of  walnut  furniture,  crafted  by  her  Uncle  F3-etcher  Misner  (277)» 
Ownership  of  these  walnut  pieces  has  descended  parallel  with  that  of 
the  chair,  resting  now  with  Editor  Jones  (37). 

(339)  With  husband  went  to  housekeeping  in  a  log  cabin  built 
by  Pioneer  Harris,  her  husband's  uncle,  at  Big  Grove.  It  was  at  this 
cabin  when  the  Indians  struck  in  I83I  that  her  husband's  grandfather, 
Mahlon  Coombs,  another  Revolutionary  War  veteran,  was  at  his  behest 
left  to  his  fate  when  his  relatives  fled  for  safety  to  the  fort  at 
Ottawa.  (Recited  in  "Hick's  History  of  Kendall  Co?)  Upon  their  re¬ 
turn  they  were  overjoyed  to  find  the  old  man,  whom  the  Indians  regarded 
as  too  old  and  too  ill  to  oppose  them,  quite  unharmed.  In  this  cabin, 
the  first  child,  Miriam  Adell' (44)  was  born.  In  various  locations  the 
family  later  lived  in  Grundy  Co.,  in  Benton  Co.,  Indiana,  and  in  Ver¬ 
million  Co.,  Ill. 

(378)  Enlisted  in  1862;  was  in  Kentucky,  Chicknmaugn  and 
Atlantic  campaigns  and  in  the  March  to  the  Sea.  Was  twice  wounded. 

Made  first  sergeant  of  his  company.  Mustered  out  6/6/1865.  Returned 
to  Kendall  Co.  home.  Farmed  till  1875  when  he  retired  and  went  to 
Texas .  Died  at  Abilene  1889. 

(331)  Married  Henry  Van  Tassel  2/21/1859,  son  of  Pioneer  Lewis 
.Van  Tassel  whose  fann  adjoined  that  of  her  father  (253).  Lived  all 
her  married  life  in  same  township,  near  Milbrook.  These  are  recollec¬ 
tions  of  Editor  Jones  (37)  of  life  in  a  deeply  religious  household  on 
a  prosperous  mid-Wes  tern  farm  during  the  last  quarter  of  the  19th 
century. 

"From  the  time  I  started  to  school  until  I  finished,  I  spent 
all  my  vacations  at  the  Van  Tassel  farm,  would  look  forward  to  it  all 
year.  These  experiences  provided  the  most  pleasant  experiences  of  my 
childhood.  I  recall  that  4:00  P.  M.  was  the  time  to  collect  the  eggs. 

I  remember  playing  with  the  many  cats  which  habited  the  barn.  On 
Sunday  we  vent  to  Milbrook  to  church,  2  miles.  First  there  was  Sunday 
School,  then  church ,  then  an  after  meeting.  The  rest  of  the  day  we 
were  all  very  quiet.  When  Uncle  Henry  thought  it  time  for  bed,  he 
would  bring  out  the  big  Bible,  read  a  chapter  after  which  ve  would 
all  kneel  in  prayer  -  then  to  bed.  It  was  very  exciting  when  the 
threshers  came.  There  was  much  cooking  and  baking;  the  neighbors  ex¬ 
changed  work;  it  was  like  a  big  picnic.  I  would  play  by  the  hour  in 
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the  big  orchard  and  help  in  the  flover  garden.  I  remember  the  parlor 
and  the  stiff  chairs.  The  parlor  was  opened  only  when  someone  came. 

These  are  happy  memories,  long  after  I  came  to  live  in  California  I 
vas  able  to  visit  Aunt  Mary,  a  year  before  she  died.” 

(260)  Came  to  Illinois  from  Rush  County,  Indiana,  vhen 
daughter  Lucinda  (320)  vas  a  small  child.  Later  moved  to  Missouri. 

(301)  vas  a  *h9er.  Enlisted  in  California  in  1862;  served  to 
var's  end.  Last  lived  in  Texas. 

(346)  Born  in  Franklin  County,  Indiana;  at  age  of  7  came 
vith  parents  to  Grundy  County,  Illinois,  At  16  served  as  apprentice 
vagon -maker  to  his  Uncle,  Fletcher  Misner  (277).  Sailed  from  New 
York  for  California  via  isthmus  in  1#60.  Spent  a  fev  months  looking 
at  the  country,  and  then  returned  to  Illinois.  In  1864  took  his 
family,  including  2  children,  to  California  vhere  they  remained  until 
the  fall  of  1865  vhen  vith  family  then  including  3  children  he  returned 
again  to  Illinois.  In  I869  all  again  vent  to  California.  All  trips 
vere  by  vater.  Lived  in  Valley  Springs,  Cal.,  practicing  his  trade 
and  in  the  mercantile  business  for  the  remainder  of  his  life. 

(284)  Lived  as  a  young  man  in  Kendall  Co.  Was  in  Civil  War, 
Atlantic  Campaign,  Sherman's  March,  and  in  8  battles.  Wounded  at 
Bentonville.  Homesteaded  at  or  near  Levis,  Ks. ,  I867 .  Later  lived 
at  and  vas  in  hardware  business  in  Kinsley,  Kansas.  Removed  to 
Sterling  Co.  in  1904. 

(312)  Death  of  John  H.  Misner, 

f'John  H.  Misner,  a  member  of  Company  G,  104th  Ill.,  Vols.,  during 
the  civil  war,  died  at  his  home  in  Kinsley,  Kansas,  on  February  1st, 
aged  77  years.  He  is  survived  by  his  wife  and  two  children.  Mr. 

Misner  vas  a  grandson  of  Henry  Misner,  a  soldier  of  the  Revolutionary 
var .  ‘i 

(276)  Born  in  Wabash  Co..,  Ind.t  and  came  vith  parents  when  a  child 
to  Illinois.  Grew  up  in  Grundy  Co.  Went  to  Bates  Co.,  Missouri,  for 
one  year  in  1858.  In  1859  vent  overland  to  San  Joscjui n  Co. ^ Cal., vhere  he 
worked  in  the  mines  and  drove  a  stage  for  10  years.  later  came  home  to 
Illinois  by  vater  and  returned  to  California  after  2  years. 

(337)  Bom  in  LaSalle  Co.,  Ill.,  grew  to  manhood  in  Grundy  Co. 
Enlisted  for  Civil  War  service;  vas  in  Army  of  the  Cumberland. 

(51U)  Was  vith  Sherman  on  his  "march"  and  in  22  battles  without 
being  wounded.  After  the  var  served  for  32  years  as  Justice  of  the 
Peace  in  LaSalle  and  DsKalb  counties. 
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(128)  Born  in  Millington.  With  husband  lived  on  farm  near 
Rantoul,  HI.  With  her  family  and  her  mother  (233)  removed  to.  Venturu, 
California.  She  was  a  grand  lady  who  lived  to  age  of  82. 

(313)  Enlisted  in  1862;  elected  Captain  of  his  company.  Took 
part  in  Kentucky  campaign. 

(44)  Her  labors  made  this  work  possible.  Lived  after  marriage 
for  32  years  in  Ottawa,  Ill.  She  was  actively  patriotic  in  many  such 
activities;  for  many  years  a  member  of  the  Illini  Chapter  of  the 
D.A.R.  She  was  the  chief  organizer  of  the  Misner  Reunion  Association. 
With  her  young  6011  (38)  she  removed  to  Los  Angeles  In  l(y05  where  she 
spent  the  remainder  of  her  life. 

(287)  With  husband  and  family  spent  a  year  in  the  Klondike. 

(547)  Was  graduated  from  the  U.  of  Cal.  as  one  of  California's 
first  women  pharmacists. 

**  **  ** 


Other  Misner  descendants  who  served  in  the  Civil  -  and  those 

who  served  in  other  wars  were:  ,  •  . 

/-,?</)  (Jv'itJi*)  Ui$(S'+) 

Civil  -  (137)  (171)  (245)  (309)  (381)  (1+01)  (402)  (405)  (Sl^JW) 

wfw.  I  -(17)^(200)  (201)  (404)  (411)  (487)  (5©4 )  (616) 

W.W.I1  -(15)  (20)  (HO) 

Korean  -( 18 ) 


*-* 


** 
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Among  those  who  married  descendants  of  Henry  Misner  was  Milly 
Raymond,  wife  of  deMarquis  Misner  (253).  Milly  was  the  daughter  of 
C alder  Haymond,  a  prosperous  planter,  whose  eBtnte  wnc  near  the  city 
of  Fairmount  (then  Va.)  West  Va.  She  was  born  on  2/8/1793*  the  grand¬ 
daughter  of  John  Haymond,  from  England  and  the  first  of  the  Haymonds 
in  America.  John's  progeny  comprises  the  well-known  Haymonds  of  Vir¬ 
ginia  and  W.  Virginia,  who  are  portrayed  in: 


•  (l)  "The  Haymond  Family,"  by  Henry  Haymond, 

Clarksburg,  W.  Va.,  1903,  > 

(2)  "Historical  Sketches  Relating  to  The  Haymond  Family," 

by  T.  L.  Haymond,  1906,  and 

(3)  "Record  of  the  Haymond  Family"  by  Wm.  C.  Haymond. 

Milly  Haymond 's  uncle,  Wm.  Raymond, A  was  in  the  Revolutionary 
War.  She  had  two  brothers,  Thomas  and  Edward.  The  Hoymonds  were 
old-fashioned  Wesleyan  Methodists;  her  brother  Thomas  was  a ^ Methodist 
"circuit  rider"  in  Va.,  Fa.,  and  Maryland.  In  his  "Journal,  Bishop 
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Francis  Asbury,  the  first  bishop  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of 
America,  records  being  a  guest  of  Thomas  at  the  parents'  home  on 
7-13-1788. 

The  " Journal"  of  Thomas  as  a  "circuit  rider",  still  clearly 
legible,  is  now  preserved  at  the  Henry  E.  Huntington  Library,  San 
Marino,  California. 

In  l8l2  Calder  Haymond  sold  his  holdings  and  joined  a  son, 

John,  who  had  pioneered  in  Ohio  and  Indiana.  There,  three  years  later, 
Milly  Haymond  and  deMarquis  Misner  were  married,  7/20/1815. 

From  some  of  her  letters,  still  extanijt  and  clearly  legible, 

Milly  must  have  had  for  a  girl  of  that  day  a  very  good  education. 

Therein  are  found  an  excellent  hand,  a  broad  vocabulary  and  expressive 
literary  construction.  Her  letters  reflect  a  mother's  concern  for  her 
children,  some  of  whom  were  far  from  home,  and  other  admirable  quali¬ 
ties  easily  to  Indicate  her  to  be  a  fine  home-maker  for  all  of  which 
she  was  greatly  beloved. 

Milly  was  noted  for  her  fine  needlework,  a  talent  inherited  by 
her  daughters.  Two  products  of  her  sewing  art  are  preserved  today 
in  the  possession  of  Editor  Jones  (1*4).  These  are  head  caps  of  her 
make,  one  a  mobcap,  which  she  always  wore  -  one  type  for  day  and  another 
at  night. 

It  is  not  difficult  to  understand  the  strong  religious  influence 
which  she  exerted  upon  her  children,  nor  the  strong  influence  which 
she,  her  husband  and  father-in-law  exerted  in  the  organization  and 
construction  of  the  Millington  Methodist  Church  and  the  growth  in 
membership  of  that  church  (which  celebrated  In  195^  its  125th  anni¬ 
versary)  during  the  span  of  their  lifetime. 

Milly  died  l/l0/l862  and  Is  buried  in  the  Millington -Newark 
Cemetery,  with  so  many  of  her  relatives. 

**  **  ** 

The  wives  and  mothers  of  these  early  generations  were  far  more 
than  merely  plain,  brave  women.  They  were  pioneer  partners  in  life  and 
work  when,  in  contrast  with  our  present  mechanized  era,  most  of  each  day 
was  spent  in  strenuous  labor. 
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Eligibility  for  B.A.R.  or  S,A.R.  Membership 


Any  descendant  of  Henry  Misner  is  qualified  for  Sons  (or 
Daughters)  of  the  American  Revolution  Society  membership.  (See 
page  D. ) 


Those  descended  from  deMarquis  Misner  (253)  and  Millie 
(Haymond)  Misner  (S-88)  are  qualified,  in  addition,  for  supplementary 
membership  by  virtue  of  Revolutionary  War  service  of  Calder  Raymond, 
father  of  Millie  (Haymond)  Misner.  (See  page  11.) 

On  11/22/1950  Nat 1 1.  Soc.,  D.A.R.,  notified  Editor  Jones  that 
she  had  been  granted  a  membership  (supplemental  to  original)  on  the 
Rev.  War  record  of  Calder  Haymond. 

Those  descended  from  John  W.  Coombs  (S~36)  and  Millie  (Misner) 
Coombs  (339)  are  qualified  for  second  supplementary  membership  by  virtue 
of  Rev.  War  service  of  Mahlon  Coombs,  grandfather  of  John  W.  Coombs. 

(See  page  E.) 
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In  reply  to  your  request  of  _ 2  C  . ,  reoeived  vh  /. 

.  ^  *  >  i  1  ,  .  -  ■•  / 

for  a  statement  of  the  military  history  of .  ilLfc.il- 

&  soldier  of  the  REVOLUTIONARY  WAR,  you  will  find  below  the  desired 
information  as  contained  in  his  application  for  pen¬ 

sion  on  file  in  this  Bureau. 
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Battles  engaged  i n,/£i'. 
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